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						Moving to another state can unleash waves of excitement. There are many things to look forward to — new friends, a new workplace, and new attractions, to name a few. But at the same time, moving can be challenging as well. As if packing your home isn’t already stressful enough, you still have to worry about transporting a car from one state to another. Ooops. Think you’re done? Unfortunately, your worries don’t end just yet upon arriving at your new house. Heads up. There’s still a long road ahead of you.

Anyway, one of the things that need your attention is your car insurance.

Do I Keep My Old Insurance or Get a New Policy?

A pressing question among people who’ve recently moved into a new state is:

“Do I really have to get a new car insurance policy?”

The answer is yes, and no.  Yes, because you can’t go anywhere far without car insurance. And no, because you don’t necessarily need to get a new provider. It depends on whether your current insurance provider offers coverage within your new state.

Just don’t cancel your old insurance before getting a new policy. Driving without coverage can get you into a lot of trouble with the law. Plus, roads can be quite unpredictable, so you never know when accidents might happen. And things can get ugly if you get caught in a collision without insurance.

1. Take Your Time

Unlike home utilities, food, internet service, etc., car insurance won’t give you a lot of stress right after moving. Yes, it’s important but not your foremost priority at the moment. Thanks to most states providing a grace period, newcomers usually have 30-90 days to process their car insurance. This gives you time to settle down and organize your transition.

2. Contact Your Current Insurance Company                   

Once you’ve decided to work on your insurance, the first thing you should do is talk to your current insurance provider. If they operate within your new state, then good for you. All you have to do is to update your coverage to meet the minimum state requirements and update the address on your policy.

However, if they don’t, then it’s time to part ways with the insurance company. Get moving. You now have to search for a new provider and get a new policy.

Whether you keep your existing provider or go with a new one, in either case, you’ll need to change your vehicle registration and order new license plates.

3. Determine Your New State’s Requirements

Different states have varying regulations when it comes to car insurance. Some don’t ask for much, while others can require a load of documents.

Common examples of car insurance coverage include:

	Protection from personal injury
	Uninsured motorist coverage
	Collision coverage
	Property damage liability coverage
	Comprehensive coverage
	Bodily injury liability coverage by person and accident
	Gap insurance


Some states may require you to cover all of these (it’s for your own good too), while some demand only a few, and the rest becomes optional. Not only do states require different types of coverage, but they also require different amounts of coverage. For example, some states may require $30K in property damage liability coverage, while another state may require $50K in property damage liability coverage. This article provides a helpful overview of auto insurance requirements by state.

No matter where you’re moving, make sure your new policy meets the minimum requirement, so you don’t run into trouble with the law.

How to Get Car Insurance?

Knowing how the car insurance process works will make it easier to get things over with. Even if it’s not your first time obtaining coverage, this might help refresh your memory.

1. Gather your vehicle information:

	VIN
	Date of Purchase
	Proof of ownership


2. Get an online quote from the company of your choice

3. Prepare necessary documents with relevant information:

	Driver’s license
	Birth certificate
	Address
	Occupation
	Marital status
	Education level
	Driving history
	Insurance history


4. Once you got these covered, submit the documents to the insurance company.

5. Fill out the forms they give you.

6. Pay the fees.

Congrats on getting new car insurance coverage!

Finding a Good Insurance Company

Be careful when choosing an insurance provider in your new state. Try to avoid shady offers and coverage that costs a lot but strains your budget. To make things easier, you can hire an insurance broker to provide you with a list of quality options.

Conclusion

Getting insurance shouldn’t be difficult, but you’d still want to find the best service possible. Remember, knowledge is power. Don’t be shy to go the extra mile to do your research and educate yourself.
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						A car accident has the potential to harm you both financially and physically. Even minor fender-benders are inconvenient. Knowing what you need to do in case you have an accident is key to protecting your legal rights and financial position.

The Role of the Claims Adjustor

According to The Balance, it is important to call the claims department as soon as you have an accident so they can start working on your case. When possible, you should call from the scene of the accident, unless you are injured and en route to the hospital.

Once you call the claims department, a claims adjustor will be assigned to you. They will ask you for detailed information about the car accident. They may ask you for information about the other drivers. It is common for them to want your side of the story, so it is important to call as soon as possible, according to DMV.org. Calling the police so you can get an official accident report is a good idea too.

Any information you can provide the adjustor related to the damage sustained by your car or any injuries sustained will help to speed up your payment. Sharing accident photos taken at the scene of the accident that verifies physical injuries and property damage will help the company representative determine value.

Even though the claims adjuster is there to help you get your check, it is important to remember that they represent the insurance company’s interests. Depending on the insurance company and your policy terms, you may or may not receive a fair amount to repair your car and cover your related expenses such as car repairs, lost wages, medical expenses, and transportation costs related to getting medical care.

When to Consider Using an Attorney

Remember, the first offer the adjuster makes could be low. You do not have to accept that offer. If you feel like the company is trying to save money by not paying you for your expenses as required in your policy, then you might need to hire an insurance lawyer to represent you. In high-dollar claims, it makes sense to discuss your situation with an attorney who specializes in working with car accident cases.

Claims Payout

As soon as your claims adjuster has time to investigate the accident, they will make you an offer to take care of the expenses. Typically, it happens quickly. Upside Insurance says they may require you to go to a certain mechanic for the repairs to be covered. You have to carefully read the instructions provided by the insurance company before deciding whether to accept the payment.

Conclusion

Getting into an accident is a stressful event. It is easy to forget about important insurance procedures that can jeopardize your ability to get a fair payment. For that reason, it is always a good idea to review your insurance policy on a regular basis to be sure you know what to do in the event you are involved in an accident.
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						When you drive defensively, you can reduce the chances of accidents and feel safer when you drive. It’s also a good idea to teach the new drivers in your home how to drive defensively to increase the chances that your teenagers are protected when they’re on the road. Here are some practical tips that will
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						Whether you’re a well-experienced driver, a teen getting behind the wheel for the first time, or a senior headed out for a day of events, there is always a risk of being involved in an accident during that journey. More than 10 million car accidents occurred on U.S. roadways in 2010, with more than 35,000
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